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Point: Too Much Power Counterpoint: Big Amplifiers

by Jim McCook, W6YA by Dan Magro, W7RF

It goes without saying that we 'We seem to have become Since Jim, W6YA, makes
have one of the best hobbies in the complacent about this. One reference to a particular Henry
world, judging from the distributor of a popular amplifier Amplifier advertised at my
comraderie that is so characteris- line clearly advertises a linear (radiodan.com)} web site in the
tic in ham radio. In times of stress amplifier with § KW output in the article you've just read, your editor
or conflict, nobody comes to the ham section of his web site. In__has given me a chance to respond.
aid of a ham faster than another _his discussions, he talks about Congratulations to you, Jim, on
ham. During my 44 years in this the prablem being the operator _-_your 44 years as a ham and (pre-
hobby, I have continued to be abusing the use of this huge sumably) belng @ straight shooter
amazed by this. Other hobby amplifier. Does he really think for afl those years. have been a
groups and professions have great hams are dumb enough to believe ham since 1972 and en active
comraderie; 1 have seen none this? Is there anyone out there DXer and contester as well, and
where it is stronger than in ama- who really believes the owner of |-_am the rep and distributor for
teur radio. an amplifier that cancun §kW Henry Amplifiers worldwide. Since

In spite of this, however, one output (and much more with that 1962, Henry has made hundreds of

thing continues to mystify me. amplifier, by the way!) is running -_amplifier types for many different
Why are there so many contesters legal power? Sorry, that flimsy services and needs, many of which
and DXers who cheat? It's like the story about the cool kW and the cross over a few user groups. Most
golfer who picks up his ball to conservative use ofa husky of the amplifiers we make are not
improve his lie or the volleyball amplifier Just doesn't play. Un- _for hams, but sold inte commer-
player who intentionally carries doubtedly, there may be a couple _cial/industrial service. However, it
the ball and expects to get away _of exceptions out there some- is Impossible for us or any manu-
with it. It is the same person who where. Not many. Itisamacho _facturer to control where a device
cheats at cards and crowds Into game for Josers. Real contesters ends up and certainly no way of
lines. These are people with no don't cheat. controlling its usage! There are
pride or responsibility. In spite of By the way, I always believed always at least two ways te operate
the great comraderie, sportsman- that 30-meters was a wonderful anything!
ship and respect are frequently _-_addition to the spectrum because I too agree with you that cheat-

lacking. it is a band where people run 200 ing in any way just defeats what-
Tm referring to intentionally _-_watts or less, Now constantly _ever the cheater has won or ac-

Tunning excessive power. Over hear that there are many people quired. That is, in a free society,
1500 watts. In some contests itis running high power on 30-meters. something that must be evaluated
running amplifiers, period. In 'Apparently, many DXers on this _for each of us individually. Fortu-
QRP contests it is running more _relatively new band are using nately, we are free to de so. I
than 5 watts. Why, why, why? Do amplifiers that they use on other shudder to think what a ban on
these people think cheating is HF bands, in complete defiance of _what some would perceive to be
justified to win at games? Do they the rules and principles of good "excessive" in almost any category
think their peers actually respect. sportsmanship. would do to personal choice.
them for winning a contest with Should we loak down our noses at
illegal power? Do they think they Does anyone care about this? those who choose to own what they
are heroes when they break think is the best just because those
through pileups running many Is there anyone else out there items can be used in an illegal
KW? Do you think these people who thinks it may be time for way? What about cars? Should
are OK to cheat in order to win a some changes? Let's put the we ban the Corvette? Or the
contest you have participated in? _cards out on the table. Peer Porsche? It's simply not for me to
Do you smile when someone pressure could be the answer. say you can't own them,
jumps into a pileup using 10 kW
and later brags about it? continued on page 3
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Counterpoint (from page 2) SCCCORE
is the official bultetin of the

Southern California Contest Club.

Personally, I wouldn't want to While I don't doubt that there
'own an amplifier just barely able has been and still are those that President: Larry Serra, NENC
to make the legal limit only be- will bend cules in their behalf, L 750 B St., Suite 3200
cause T want that amplifier to run really question whether it is San Diego, CA 92201

at 1500 watts out every timeI widespread and excessive. It's W: (619) 595-5466
choose to do so, and do it reliably. easy to complain about getting hiserra@pwa.acusd.edu
That means RTTY contesting for _ beat in a pileup or contest think-
the entire period ar operating ing the other guy must have Vice Pres: Will Angenent, KENDV
SSTV or AM on 75-meters, or FM cheated, when in reality the 43150 Sixth St. East
on 10-meters. Being in the ampli- superior operator who put to- Lancaster, CA 93535
fier business, Ihear stories every _gether the superior station won H: (805) 949-9833
day of other popular desktop using every advantage possible, all W: (805) 948-8800
amplifiers failing when pressed for within the legal limits. That's K6NDV@contesting.com
more than a casual SSB QSO with called advancing the state of the
anything less than a perfect match art, not cheating! Vice Pres: Arnie Shatz, NGHC
on the antenna system. Develop- 10931 Hunting Horn

Tdid a survey in Visalia '98 of ment Santa Ana, CA 92705
what amplifiers were used and H: (724)-573-2965,
what features were important to néhe@aol.com
DXers and contesters. Over-

whelmingly, the responses showed Editor: Bruce Horn, WA7BNM
users owned amplifiers capable of and 4225 Parmdale Ave.
running beyond legal limits for . Publisher Studio City, CA 91604
power, and many manufacturers 1998 SCCC Meeting Schedule H: (618) 761-4563
were mentioned in this survey. FAX: (818) 761-4563
One of the most important fea- W: (818) 502-5180
tures mentioned was reliability! August 9, Summer Bash, N6HC bhorn@hornucopia.com
'The key words here are capable October 10, N6VR, Ojai
and reliable. It's still up to the December 19, K6LA, Los Angeles | Membership in the SCCC is open
user to operate within the scope of to anyone. Dues are:
his/her ticense. Domestic: $5 per year

Mexico/Canada: $8 per year
Other countries: $10 per year

SCCCORE ts published six times

per year. Please submit scores and
other material to the editor.

New/MambershipiRenewal(atum toBriceHom, 4225FarmdaleAve., StadioCiy,CA S1éuay_- Tuthers
CallNameDate

internet Address:

Street

City/State/Zip

Home Telephone Work Telephone

Dues: $5.00 domestic, $8.00 Canada/Mexico, $10.00 elsewhere Make check payable to SCCC.

CUI you would like a club badge, check here and include an additional $6.00.
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SCCC Calendar Next Meeting: Sunday, Aug 9
Time: 1:00 - 5:00 P.M.

August
1-2 North American QSO Party, CW
1-2 ARRL UHF Contest SCDXC/SCCC Summer Bash
15-16 W/VE Islands Contest

15-16 North American QSO Party, SSB. at N6HC
22-23 TOEC WW Grid Contest, CW 10931 Hunting Horn Dr.
29-30 SCC RTTY Championship Santa Ana

29-30 Hawaii QSO Party (714)-573-2965
September

5-6 All Asian DX Contest, SSB irections:

6 North American Sprint, CW Directions:
12-13 WAE DX Contest, SSB Take I-5 or 1-405 to 22 Fwy East
12-14 ARRL September VHF QSO Party Take the 55 Fwy North
13 North American Sprint, Phone Exit at Chapman Ave. East
19-20 Washington State Salmon Run Follow Ch: t to Crawh nyon

26-27 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY eno Cony east to Crawford Canyor
October Turn right on Crawford Cyn and go to end

3-4 VK/ZL/Oceania Contest, Phone Turn left on Newport

34 California QSO Party Turn right on Cowan Heights Blvd (1st sig)
10-11 VK/ZL/Oceania Contest, CW Turn right on Skyline (Ist right)
10-11 Pennsylvania QSO Party A
u aoe Bacife Sprint. CW Continue less than 0.5 mile
24-25 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB Turn right on Hunting Horn Dr.
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